


The presiding officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all regular and special meetings of the
Council, and shall state questions coming before the Council as necessary for clarity, and shall
announce the decision of the Council on all subjects. The Presiding Officer shall disat the
microphone at the podium when he or she determines that the speaker has violated council rules of
order.

SECTIOM = _Q*'"§™*)N< A "RDER

All questions of order shall be decided by the presiding officer with the right of appeal from his or
her decision to the Council that is present, the majority of whom, present and voting, may override
the decision.

SE"TIONS8. TING

The electronic voting system shall be utilized for the casting of the roll call votes of the Council in
Council Chaml  except as otherwise provided herein. The City Clerk shall call for an electronic
vote and each Representative shall, without undue delay, cast his or her vote on the electronic voting
system. When all votes have been cast, the City Clerk will review, announce and display the results
of the voting, and staff will capture the display on the digital recording of the meeting or fully read
the results into the record. In the event of a tie vote, the City Clerk will announce the results and call
for the Mayor’s vote before displaying the results. Any error in voting or any discrepancy between
the splay of the votes and the City Clerk’s announcement of the results shall be corrected prior to
the time that the Council proceeds to consider the next agenda item.

The requirements under this section for the use of the electronic voting system shall be automatically
suspended under the following circumstances and for the duration as announced by the City Clerk:
(a) upon the announcement of the City Clerk that the electronic voting system is not working properly;
(b) for votes on procedural matters including motions to recess and to take an agenda item out of
order, and votes by acclamation; (c) when the Council is voting on more than one agenda item
simultaneously; and (d) when more than one vote will be taken pertaining to an agenda item and in
such instance, the City Clerk shall announce which vote shall be taken by use of the electronic voting
system and which vote(s) shall be taken only by voice vote.

Int rent that the use of the electronic voting system is suspended or the system is otherwise
not available, the City Clerk shall call the roll beginning with the Representative seated furthest to
the Mayor's right and continuing in that order. Each Representative shall audibly indicate his or
her vote.

Records of . roll call votes shall be incorporated in the Minutes of the meeting.
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A Representative may request, through the presiding officer, to have an abstract of his or her statement
on any subject der consideration by the Council entered in the Minutes or to attach any document
re enced during a Council meeting to the Minutes. The recording secretary may be directed by the
presiding officer to enter in the Minutes a synopsis of the discussion on any question coming before
the Council.
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SFTION 10.ORDER OF PRECEDENC" ~F MOTIONS

The order of procedure of motions is set forth in Exhibit “A™ attached hereto and fully incorporated
by reference.

SECTION 11.MOTION TO RECONSIDER

A motion to reconsider any action taken by the Council may be made at any time prior to adjournment
of the same meeting at which such action was taken. The motion can only be made by a member who
voted with the prevailing side and can be seconded by any member.

ST TION 12. OBTAINING THE FLOOR

Every person desiring to speak shall address the presiding officer, and when recogr :d by the
presiding officer, shall address only the item under consideration. Members of Council shall refrain
from side conversations during discussion of items under consideration.

For Regular City Council and Work Session Meetings, in the debate, each member of Council has
the right to speak twice on the same main motion, but cannot make a second speech on the same main
motion as long as any member who has not spoken on that question desires the floor. Each member
of Council has the right to speak once on any other motion that can be debated. No member can speak
longer than ten minutes at a time without the permission of a majority of Council. The City Clerk will
keep time and will notify the Mayor if a Representative reaches the allotted time. The Rules of Debate
shall also apply in Executive Session.

During Special Meetings there will not be a time limit to the time allowed for each Representative to
have the floor, and the Presiding Officer has discretion to end discussion on an item, or to give the

floor to another representative.

SP-TION 13, R*"IT OF ~***”"~< TQ BE H™ * D

The City Council of the City of El Paso receives public comment on all agenda items at 10:00 a.m.
followed by call to the public. Members of the public may choose to comment at 10:00 a.m. or at the
time the item is heard, but not both. Public comment on Public Hearings is heard individually as the
item is listed on the City Council Agenda.

Public Comment on Agenda Items:

The City will conduct public comment on all agenda items at the scheduled time pursuant to Exhibit
“B.”. Members of the public will usually be granted three (3) minutes to present their position on the
consent or r-~1lar agenda items. Ifa member of the public addresses City Council through a translator
intc _.iglish, ne or she will be granted six (6) minutes to present. Time will be kept by the City Clerk.
The presiding officer may grant a speaker additional time at his or her discretion.

At the start of public comment on agenda items, the City Clerk shall advise the Mayor whether persons
in the audience have signed up to ask a question regarding an item posted on the consent or regular
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Information Relevant to all three comment types:

The City Clerk shall make available the sign-in sheet for the public outside of Council Chambers on
the day of the Council meeting. The online sign-in sheet will be available until 9:00 a.m. Any person
signing up to provide comment must provide their name, address, phone number, and item number
or topic. Persons may sign up to address multiple items, however this does not mean it is permissible
to “mark all” or to sign up for every item. Groups of ten (10) or more members of the public will be
asked to select a spokesperson to speak on the group’s position on the item. The representative speaker
will be allotted six (6) minutes to speak per item.

A document camera and projection system (“‘Overhead Projector”) is available for use for public
comment. Men 15 of the public shall submit any document they wish to present on the Overhead
Projector to the City Clerk no later than close of business on the previous City business day before
the meeting date. Any document that contains insultii  profane, threatening or abusive language,
nudity, or campaign material will be rejected. City Staff will assist members of the public in using
the Overhead Projector during the meeting. In order to ensure cyber security, members of the
public are prohibited from sending or utilizing presentations in any electronic format. including
but not limited to email, and from using a Universal Serial Bus (USB) compact disk (C.., or digital
versatile disk (DVD). A member of the public who wishes to make an electronic presentation may
bring printed documents to the City Clerk’s office no later than close of business on the previous
City business day before the meeting date to be scanned for presentation during the meeting.

If the speaker is a lobbyist, he or she must indicate that fact on the audience participation sheet and
prior to commencing his/her comments in compliance with the City’s Lobbying Ordinance. Members
of the public may not grant their time to another nor may they purport to speak for another who is not
present at the meeting. If someone would like a document or letter to become a part of the record,
they may do so by providing the City Clerk with copies of the document or letter no later than 9:00
a.m. on the morning of the meeting, which will be distributed to the Council. It shall not be necessary
to read the letter into the record. Interpretation services are only to be provided by the certified
interpreter provided by the City.

The presiding officer at his or her discretion may grant a speaker one (1) additional minute to wrap
up his or her comments. This shall apply in Call to the Public regardless of whether the allotted sixty
(60) minutes will otherwise be taken up by the others making comment.

Members of the public who do not desire to speak but want to register support or opposition to an
item on the agenda may do so by indicating their position on the audience participation form. The
City Clerk will notify the Council of the number of position statements received and the tally when
the agenda item is announced.

Members of Council may move to overrule the determinations by the Mayor under this section by a
simple majority vote of the Council members present and voting.

No person may speak a second time except by permission of the presiding officer, and further, no
person shall be heard a second time until all persons desiring to speak once have been given the
opportunity to do so.
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Personal attacks are not permitted. Members of the public should address their questions to the
Council, not to the staff. Council may in turn ask staff to provide input.

Members of the public may be asked to leave or be removed from Council Chambers if it is
determined that they are disruptive to the meeting and have violated the City of El Paso Public
Comment Conduct Policy (Exhibit “C”"). Such determination will be made by the presiding officer.
Members of Council may move to overrule such determination by the presiding officer subject to a
simple majority vote of Council, present and voting.

SECTION 14. CALLING AND ORDER OF AGF™™ * "™ ™S

The order of agenda items will take place as specified on the Attached Exhibit “B”.

Notwithstanding the meeting order, the City Manager shall direct the placement of all matters relating
to the City Council’s adoption of the annual City budget and associated matters relating to the start of
each new fiscal year and the adoption of the tax levy on one or more agendas so as to meet all required
statutory and charter deadlines.

At the time that each agenda item is to be considered by the City Council, the City Clerk will announce
all agenda items by number and a brief statement as to the nature of the item when appropriate. In
the case of a revision, the City Clerk or staff shall read the item into the record, as appropriate.

SEC spe™L T

The City Clerk and the Assistant City Clerk are confirmed to serve as Parliamentarian and Alternate
Parliamentarian, respectively.

SEC ..ON 16.USE OF ELEC . RONIC DEVI(C™"

Electronic devices within Council chambers shall be used in accordance with all established City
practices and procedures and as directed by Information Technology Department staff providing
support services during a meeting. City staff, other than the dignitary protection officers, and members
of the public shall turn off the signals of all pagers, cellular telephones and other devices capable of
n ng an audible signal and shall not make or take any telephone calls while in Council chambers
once a Council meeting has been called to order.

Members of the City Council shall not use any electronic devices other than the desktop computers

provided by the City of El Paso located at their seats during any City Council meeting or City Council

work sessions. The use of communication devices of any kind, including but not limited to: hand-

held portable communication devices, cellphones, computers, tablets, laptops, watches, etc. is

expressly prohibited during City Council meetings and shall not be allowed in the room during closed
ions t ; they are being used to aid in executive session presentations.

If the City Council member needs to take a telephone call, respond to a text message, etc. during a
meeting, he or she must excuse themselves from the dais or room where ™ closed session is taking
place to engage in that communication.
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The use of the desktop computers during City Council shall be limited to voting, viewing
presentations, research to aid the council member and communication via email to staff. During
meetings, City Council members shall not text, tweet, blog, post on Facebook, Instagram or use any
other social media platform.

SECTION 17. TIME AND LOCATION OF MEETINGS AND VIRTUAL ATT " YDANCE

The Mayor and Council may by action of Council approved by a majority of Council, reschedule
the time and place of any City Council meeting in accordance with the requirements of the Texas
Open Meetings Act.

Members of Council may attend City Council meetings by video conference in accordance with
the Texas Open Meetings Act 551.127, as may be amended. Such requires that a quorum of City
Council be present at the physical meeting location posted on the agenda.

Members of Council may request virtual attendance no earlier than three months in advance. Any
m« ber wishing to attend by video conference must notify the City Clerk no later than noon on
the Wednesday prior to the relevant meeting, and the City Clerk shall post notice of which
member(s) will appear by video conference on the City Council Agenda. In the case of personal
emergency, a member of Council may request to appear virtually after the Wednesday deadline by
notifying the C  Clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the business day prior to the meetir  and in this
instance the videoconference attendance will be included on the revisions to the agenda.
Videoconference attendance is granted on a first-come first-serve basis. At no time shall more
than two members of Council appear by videoconference. Members of Council shall not request
to attend by videoconference more than one regular meeting week in a row without prior approval
of Council.

Each participant’s face in the videoconference call, while speaking, must be clearly visible and
audible to each other participant and, during the open portion of the meeting, to the members of
the public in attendance at the location where a quorum is present, and at any other location of the
meeting that is open to the public. Any council member appearing by videoconference call will be
considered absent during any portion of the meeting the audio or video is lost or disconnected in
accor nce with Texas Government Code Section 551.127. However, City Council members may
not participate in executive sessions by videoconferencing.

(Signatures on the following page)
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EXHIBIT “B”

The EI Paso City Council Agenda items will be posted in the following order for all meetings
of the El _ _so City Council at which items of the listed categories will be discussed. If there
are no items regarding a listed category, that category will be skipped.

9:00 a.m. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Ceremonial Items: Proclamations and Recognitions

3. 10:00 a.m. Roll Call and Invocation

4. Public Comment on Consent Agenda and Regular Agenda Items
5. Call to the Public (City related non-agenda items)

6. Consent Agenda

7. First Reading Ordinance

8. Public Hearings

9

. Items moved to the forefront of the agenda
10. Council Member Requested Items

11. Operational Focus Updates

12. Regular Agenda

13. Executive Session

Lunch Break
e The City Council will recess from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. for a scheduled lunch break.

Call to the Public/Public Cc  nent/Non-Agenda Items:
o Call to the Public is for items not posted on the agenda for the City Council meeting.

Pul ¢ Comment/Agenda Items is allowed on any posted item at any meeting of the El Paso
City Council in accordance with Section 13 of these Rules of Order.

* Ceremonial items will consist of the reading of a proclamation, an introduction to the
Mayor and Council and a photograph. Members of the public and individuals and
organizations receiving proclamations and recognitions are not expected to address
council, however if they wish to comment, their group will have up to 6 minutes
collectively.

19-1019-221/PL#912481v.4/Rules of Order/March 3, 2020/KLHK

Page 10 of 12



Exhibit «“C”
City of El Paso
Public Comment Conduct Policy

L Purpose

City Council Meetings and public comment at City Council Meetings are conducted for the official
business of the City Council. Members of the public attending City Council Meetings shall observe
the same rules of civility, decorum and respectful conduct applicable to members of the City
Council. To ensure meetings are conducted in a professional and courteous manner which enables
the order conduct of business, all persons in attendance or who participate in such meetings shall
conduct themselves in a manner that does not interfere with the ability of others to observe and,
when allowed, to participate without disruption or fear of intimidation, threats or hostility. The
public has the right to criticize policies, procedure, programs or services of the City or of the
actions or omission of the City Council or City staff. However, a member of the public addressing
the City Council shall not defame another person or engage in any disorderly conduct which
disrupts the orderly conduct of any City Council Meeting or City Council Public Comment
meeting.

II. Conduct Violations

The Presiding Officer may rule a public speaker out of order and in violation of the Council Rules
if:

(a.) the speaker is speaking beyond the allocated time limit and refuses to yield the floor.

(b.) the speaker’s remarks are not relevant to the agenda item under consideration at a City Council
Meeting or City business or affairs at a City Council Public Comment meeting.

(c.) the speaker repeatedly interrupts a Council Member.

(d.) the speaker’s remarks or displays are disruptive so as to disturb the peace and good order of
the meeting, through use of, without limitation, defamatory, loud, threatening, hostile, abusive,
vulgar or obscene language, or any other actions that disturb or are calculated to disturb the
meeting. Displays include but are not limited to signs and clothing.

(e.) the speaker e1  zes in any conduct with the intent to break up the meeting of the City Council
or urges other to commit acts or engage in conduct to break up the meeting, including unreasonably
loud and prolonged yelling, screaming, clapping or noise-creating acts, obstructing views of any
person, which render it impossible or difficult for the City Council to conduct or continue with the
meeting.

(f.) the speaker willfully refuses or fails to comply with any Council Rule of Procedure or with
any reasonable order of the _.iair. Demonstrations, or other activities which disturb the peace and
good order of the meeting shall not be permitted in the Council Chambers.
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II1. Procedure

1. The Presiding Officer shall have the authority to preserve order at all City Council
Meetings and City Council Public Comment meetings and enforce the Council Rules of
Order, including;

(a)
(b.)

(c)
(d)

(e)

the authority to revoke the permission granted to any individual to speak if such
individual is disruptive or does not adhere to this policy.

to remove or cause the removal of any person from any meeting of the City Council
for disorderly conduct, and to exclude a person from returning to that same meeting
from which the individual was removed.

If the Presiding Officer determines that this policy of are not being followed, one
warning will be given to the individual(s).

If this policy continues to be violated after one warning, the Presiding Officer may
revoke the individual’s speaking privileges and may remove, or cause to be removed
by security personnel, the individual from the Council Chamber.

Any individual ordered to be removed from a meeting shall be excluded from returning
to that meeting from which the individual was removed and shall be barred from further
audience before the City Council during that session of the City Council.

2. Members of City Council may move to overrule the Presiding Officer’s determination
subject to a simple majority vote of City Council, present and voting.
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