
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
451 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20410 
www.hud.gov  
espanol.hud.gov 

Environmental Assessment 
Determinations and Compliance Findings 

for HUD-assisted Projects 
24 CFR Part 58 

Project Information 

Project Name: FY24-NOFA-HACEP-Mesa-Hills-Apts.,-79912update 

HEROS Number: 900000010372729 

Start Date:  12/25/2023 

Responsible Entity (RE):   EL PASO, City 1 - 300 N. Campbell El Paso TX, 79901 

RE Preparer:   JoAnn Vera 

State / Local Identifier:   Texas 

Certifying Officer: Elda Rodriguez Hefner 

Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Ent
ity): 

Consultant (if applicable): 

40 CFR 1506.5(b)(4): The lead agency or, where appropriate, a cooperating agency shall 
prepare a disclosure statement for the contractor's execution specifying that the 
contractor has no financial or other interest in the outcome of the action. Such statement 
need not include privileged or confidential trade secrets or other confidential business 
information.   

Point of Contact:  

Point of Contact:  

http://www.hud.gov/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/ABehl/Desktop/MicroStrategy/EMIS/Final%20EMIS/espanol.hud.gov


FY24-NOFA-HACEP-Mesa-
Hills-Apts.,-79912update 

El Paso, TX 900000010372729 

 

 
 02/07/2025 14:23 Page 2 of 50 

 
 

 By checking this box, I attest that as a preparer, I have no financial or other 
interest in the outcome of the undertaking assessed in this environmental 
review. 

 

Project Location: , El Paso, TX 79912 
 

Additional Location Information: 
6.325 acre vacant land site located west of South Mesa Hills Drive, El Paso, TX 79912. 
Lot 3, Block 1, Coronado Del Sol. 

 
 

Direct Comments to: City of El Paso (CITY 3) 
Department of Community and Human Development  
801 Texas Ave., 3rd Floor 
El Paso, TX 79901 

 

 
Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]: 

Mesa Hills I and II is a new construction affordable housing community in the Sunland 
Park North neighborhood. Future residents of Mesa Hills will greatly benefit from the 
site's excellent access and proximity to an array of commercial complexes and grocery 
stores that provide opportunities for employment and shopping. The site also has a 
wide range of nearby social services, parks, educational institutions, and access to the 
local transit network that will provide significant opportunity for future residents.     

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]: 
FY2024 HOME NOFA Investor-Owned (I/O) Project: HACEP dba HOME Mesa Hills Apartments, 
S. Mesa Hills Dr. + Bluff Trail Lane, El Paso, TX 79912 - Project Address: 6.325 acre vacant land 
site located west of South Mesa Hills Drive, El Paso, TX 79912 Lot 3,Block 1, Coronado Del Sol. 
New Construction of 64 affordable housing units which includes public housing and PBV 
units. The project will include new infrastructure site work as site is vacant.    Scope of work: 
Mesa Hills is a new construction, all affordable, rental residential property for families with a 
total of 64 units with 1 to 3 bedroom units, which 20 units will be public housing serving 
families with extremely low income; and 44 project based voucher units serving families with 
incomes up to 50% of AMI. The project will include site work to provide infrastructure to 
provide wet and dry utilities, streets, etc. as well as a community center to provide resident 
services with a playground and outdoor seating.    *Re-examination of ERR October 7, 2024 
per CFR Part 58.47: additional 40 units TDHCA Tax Credit Award $16,000,000.  HOME's South 
Mesa Hills Community is a planned 104-unit affordable housing apartment community to be 
built in West El Paso, on South Mesa Hills Dr. near Bluff Canyon Dr. The project will consist of 
64 units for Phase I and 40 units for Phase II. Phase I will be conformed of four 2-story 
buildings which will have 24 1-BR, 24 2-BR and 16 3-BR, an office, a playground, and a 
Community Center. Phase II 2.8218 acres or 122,917.35 sq. ft. will be conformed of three 2-
story buildings which will have 24 1-BR, 12 2-BR, 4 3-BR, and basketball court.    
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The need for affordable housing in this neighborhood and across the city is great. 
According to the 2019 El Paso Regional Housing plan, the city has a shortage of 3,300 
rental units for households earning less than $30,000 annually. In census tract 11.14 
where the future development is located, median gross rent as a percentage of 
household income is 37.4% as of 2021 according to the American Community Survey 
(ACS). Mesa Hills will facilitate access to quality housing in a community-oriented 
environment, with outdoor gathering spaces, and will support current and future 
neighborhood residents and families seeking homes which are affordable and close to 
transit, retail, jobs, and schools. With a wide variety of shops and retail within walking 
distance to the future development, there is less of a dependence on personal 
vehicles which will alleviate any additional financial burden for future residents.    The 
development of Mesa Hills will set a leading example for a more community-oriented 
neighborhood that is currently in need of increased affordable housing options.   

 
Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)]: 

The Mesa Hills apartments are surrounded by a wide range of amenities to help 
support and provide equitable opportunities to low-income families. The site has 
access to the local Sun Metro bus network. Sunland Park Drive is a major commercial 
corridor with several malls and commercial plazas for the local community. Stores 
within walking distance of this future development are Family Dollar, ''Five or Below'', 
PetSmart, Ross Dress for Less, and restaurants like: Corner Bakery, ''Buffalo Wild 
Wings'' and IHOP. Just across the street lies the Sunland Park Mall with additional 
stores for a variety of options. The number of shops and retail provide consumer and 
employment opportunities to the future residents of Mesa Hills. Also located at these 
shopping centers are several groceries including Sprouts Farmers Market, Food King, 
and Target Super Center. Due to the large amount of commercial activity, there are 
also bus lines within walking distance to provide public transportation connections to 
other parts of the city.    The location of the Mesa Hills apartments creates a thriving 
environment for children and growing families. Nearby is access to parks and other 
recreational facilities. Within a mile from the site are three parks, Harvey Park, HT 
Ponsford Park, and Crestmont Park, all provide a child and pet-friendly environment 
that allows for other recreational activities. Other nearby attractions include Resler 
Canyon, and Bob-O's Family Fun Center are excellent environments for growing 
families.     In addition to recreation, are several educational institutions facilitating a 
supportive environment for children and growing families. Schools such as Putnam, 
Zach White, and Johnson elementary schools are all local exemplary educational 
institutions for children with a variety of amenities. Examples of schooling at higher 
levels include the Coronado High School, the St. Mathew Catholic School, and the 
Mountain West Montessori School.   

 



FY24-NOFA-HACEP-Mesa-
Hills-Apts.,-79912update 

El Paso, TX 900000010372729 

 

 
 02/07/2025 14:23 Page 4 of 50 

 
 

Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description: 

Google Maps Mesa Hills property.pdf 
Project Description 09162024.pdf 
Photos 2 10012024.pdf 
Photos 1 10012024.pdf 

Site Specific Field Contamination Checklist 10022024.pdf 
Photos Mesa Hills.pdf 
P31 Certified Copy of Ordinance.pdf 
Mesa Hills Zoning Letter.pdf 
Mesa Hills SOW.pdf 

Mesa Hills Site Contamination.pdf 
MESA HILLS Land Study.pdf 

 
Determination: 

✓ Finding of No Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(1); 40 CFR 1508.13] The 
project will not result in a significant impact on the quality of human 
environment 

 Finding of Significant Impact 
 

Approval Documents: 
HEROSS~1.PDF 
heros-SignaturePage-FY24HOME-NOFA-HACEP-MesaHills79912_Signed 1-16-

2024.pdf 
EPT Affidavit 10688123.pdf 

FONSI + RROF Mesa Hills 10222024.pdf 
Affidavit EP Times.pdf 
FONSI and RROF Mesa Hills.pdf 
 

7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer 
on: 

11/27/2024 

 

7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer 
on: 

3/4/2024 

 

 
Reevaluation of a Completed Review 
 
The environmental findings of a completed environmental review were re-evaluated to 
determine if the original findings are still valid for all of the three scenarios below: 
 

a. Substantial changes in the nature, magnitude, or extent of the project, including 

adding new activities not anticipated in the original scope of the project are 

proposed. 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983137
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336306
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336305
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336304
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336303
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983143
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983142
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983141
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983140
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983139
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983138
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012347195
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012000936
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012000936
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012402861
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012402860
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012036672
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012036671
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b. There are new circumstances and environmental conditions which may affect the 

project or have a bearing on its impact, such as concealed or unexpected conditions 

discovered during the implementation of the project, or 

c. The selection of an alternative not in the original finding is proposed. 

 

 It was determined that the original findings were still valid. 

 

Statement or memo documenting determination: 
Re-examination of ERR October 7, 2024 per CFR Part 58.47: additional 40 units TDHCA Tax 
Credit Award $16,000,000. HOME's South Mesa Hills Community is a planned 104-unit 
affordable housing apartment community to be built in West El Paso, on South Mesa Hills Dr. 
near Bluff Canyon Dr. The project will consist of 64 units for Phase I and 40 units for Phase II. 
Phase I will be conformed of four 2-story buildings which will have 24 1-BR, 24 2-BR and 16 3-
BR, an office, a playground, and a Community Center. Phase II 2.8218 acres or 122,917.35 sq. 
ft. will be conformed of three 2-story buildings which will have 24 1-BR, 12 2-BR, 4 3-BR, and 
basketball court.      Evaluated Air Quality, Toxics and Contaminates, Endangered Species and 
Noise Abatement; found no significant noncompliance issues and will not impact nor conflict 
with the additional 40 units Phase II project scope of work. 

 

Mesa Hills II Cover Letter.pdf 

 
Funding Information  
 

 

Estimated Total HUD Funded, 
Assisted or Insured Amount:  
 

$5,783,260.00 

 

Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) 
(5)]: 

$19,370,044.00 

 
Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities 
 

Grant / Project 
Identification 
Number 

HUD Program  Program Name Funding 
Amount 

M-23-MC-48-0213 Community Planning and 
Development (CPD) 

HOME Program $5,783,260.00 

TDHCA Other Tax Credit $16,000,000.00 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012424904
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Compliance Factors:  
Statutes, Executive Orders, and 
Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, 
§58.5, and §58.6 

Are formal 
compliance steps 

or mitigation 
required? 

Compliance determination 
(See Appendix A for source 

determinations) 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6 

Airport Hazards 
Clear Zones and Accident Potential 
Zones; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

  Yes     No The project site is not within 15,000 feet 
of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a 
civilian airport. The project is in 
compliance with Airport Hazards 
requirements. See Attachment 1, 
project site is not within a Civilian or 
Military runway zone. 

Coastal Barrier Resources Act  
Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as 
amended by the Coastal Barrier 
Improvement Act of 1990 [16 USC 
3501] 

  Yes     No This project is not located in a CBRS 
Unit. Therefore, this project has no 
potential to impact a CBRS Unit and is in 
compliance with the Coastal Barrier 
Resources Act. No Coastal Barriers in El 
Paso, Texas. Compliance based on 
location and CBMA, See Attachment 2. 

Flood Insurance 
Flood Disaster Protection Act of 
1973 and National Flood Insurance 
Reform Act of 1994 [42 USC 4001-
4128 and 42 USC 5154a] 

  Yes     No The structure or insurable property is 
not located in a FEMA-designated 
Special Flood Hazard Area. While flood 
insurance may not be mandatory in this 
instance, HUD recommends that all 
insurable structures maintain flood 
insurance under the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). The project is 
in compliance with flood insurance 
requirements. See Attachment 3: FIRM 
480214, PANEL 0027D, DATE 
01/03/1997, ZONE C. 

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5 

Air Quality 
Clean Air Act, as amended, 
particularly section 176(c) & (d); 40 
CFR Parts 6, 51, 93 

  Yes     No The project's county or air quality 
management district is in non-
attainment status for the following: 
Carbon monoxide. This project does not 
exceed de minimis emissions levels or 
the screening level established by the 
state or air quality management district 
for the pollutant(s) identified above. 
The project is in compliance with the 
Clean Air Act. See Attachment 4 Air 
Quality.  8-Hour Ozone (2015) 
Designated Area Area/State/County 
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Report  Data is current as of September 
30, 2024  El Paso-Las Cruces, TX-NM 
(Marginal - Nonattainment)  NEW 
MEXICO (Region VI)  Dona Ana County 
(P)  TEXAS (Region VI)  El Paso County  
Carbon Monoxide (1971) Designated 
Area Area/State/County Report  Data is 
current as of September 30, 2024  El 
Paso, TX (Moderate <= 12.7ppm - 
Maintenance)  TEXAS (Region VI)  El 
Paso County (P)  Portion of the City 
Limits of El Paso  Project estimated 
emissions levels are below de minimis 
levels for all nonattainment or 
maintenance pollutants, the project is in 
compliance with the Clean Air Act and 
no further action is required.    

Coastal Zone Management Act 
Coastal Zone Management Act, 
sections 307(c) & (d) 

  Yes     No This project is not located in or does not 
affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the 
state Coastal Management Plan. The 
project is in compliance with the Coastal 
Zone Management Act. No Coastal 
Zones in El Paso, Texas. Compliance 
based on location and CZMA. See 
Attachment 5. 

Contamination and Toxic 
Substances 
24 CFR 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2)] 

  Yes      No Site contamination was evaluated as 
follows: ASTM Phase I ESA. On-site or 
nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive 
substances that could affect the health 
and safety of project occupants or 
conflict with the intended use of the 
property were not found. Radon 
analysis indicated elevated levels of 
radon or consideration of radon will 
occur following construction. Adverse 
radon impacts can be mitigated. With 
mitigation, identified in the mitigation 
section of this review, the project will be 
in compliance with contamination and 
toxic substances requirements. See 
Attachment 6 NEPAssist resource 
material for toxic and contamination 
sites within 1 mile of project location. 
Hazardous Waste, 18 sites: KMart 
#9325, Family Dollar #5141, Walmart 
NM 7229, City of El Paso PDH ECHO 
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reports attached with "No Violations 
Indicated"; Chevron 76184, Furrs 
Supermarket, Desert Cleaners, Mesa 
Hills Chiropractic, Sparkle Cleaners, 
Home Club, Kits Cameras, Oklahoma 
Installation, Sears 1027, Target T08022, 
Carrier Corporation, Penske Truck 
Leasing, American Minerals, and DG 
Shelter Products EPA Reports attached 
with "No Record Data Available". Water 
Dischargers, 4 sites: Desert Pass Unit 3 
and CST Store 1260 ECHO Reports 
attached with "Terminated Permit"; 
Coronado High School and City of El 
Paso ECHO Reports attached with "No 
Violations Indicated". Air Pollution: Valle 
Bank of El Paso ECHO Report attached 
with "No Violations Indicated". Toxic 
Releases: American Minerals ECHO 
Report attached with "No Violations 
Indicated".  No significant non-
compliance issues and will not impact 
nor conflict with project scope of work. 

Endangered Species Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
particularly section 7; 50 CFR Part 
402 

  Yes     No This project will have No Effect on listed 
species due to the nature of the 
activities involved in the project. This 
project is in compliance with the 
Endangered Species Act. Vacant Lot has 
been cleared and is prepped for future 
construction of multi-family complexes. 
The project scope of work will have no 
effect due to nature of project activities. 

Explosive and Flammable Hazards 
Above-Ground Tanks)[24 CFR Part 
51 Subpart C 

  Yes     No There are no current or planned 
stationary aboveground storage 
containers of concern within 1 mile of 
the project site. The project is in 
compliance with explosive and 
flammable hazard requirements. 

Farmlands Protection 
Farmland Protection Policy Act of 
1981, particularly sections 1504(b) 
and 1541; 7 CFR Part 658 

  Yes     No This project does not include any 
activities that could potentially convert 
agricultural land to a non-agricultural 
use. The project is in compliance with 
the Farmland Protection Policy Act. The 
proposed project will be limited to new 
construction of a multi-family 
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residential project and is within the City 
limits. Therefore, complies with the 
Farmlands Protection Policy Act. See 
Attachment 9. 

Floodplain Management 
Executive Order 11988, particularly 
section 2(a); 24 CFR Part 55 

  Yes     No This project does not occur in a 
floodplain. The project is in compliance 
with Executive Order 11988. See 
Attachment 10: FIRM 480214, PANEL 
0027D, DATE 01/03/1997, ZONE C. 

Historic Preservation 
National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, particularly sections 106 and 
110; 36 CFR Part 800 

  Yes     No Based on Section 106 consultation there 
are No Historic Properties Affected 
because there are no historic properties 
present. The project is in compliance 
with Section 106. See Attachment 11 
and response from SHPO/THC: The 
review staff, led by Charles Peveto and 
Drew Sitters, has completed its review 
and has made the following 
determinations based on the 
information submitted for review:    
Above-Ground Resources  * No historic 
properties are present or affected by 
the project as proposed. However, if 
historic properties are discovered or 
unanticipated effects on historic 
properties are found, work should cease 
in the immediate area; work can 
continue where no historic properties 
are present. Please contact the THC's 
History Programs Division at 512-463-
5853 to consult on further actions that 
may be necessary to protect historic 
properties.    Archeology Comments  * 
No historic properties affected. 
However, if cultural materials are 
encountered during construction or 
disturbance activities, work should 
cease in the immediate area; work can 
continue where no cultural materials 
are present. Please contact the THC's 
Archeology Division at 512-463-6096 to 
consult on further actions that may be 
necessary to protect the cultural 
remains.   
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Noise Abatement and Control 
Noise Control Act of 1972, as 
amended by the Quiet Communities 
Act of 1978; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart 
B 

  Yes     No The Preliminary Screening identified no 
noise generators in the vicinity of the 
project. The project is in compliance 
with HUD's Noise regulation. See 
Attachment 12A, 12B and 12C NEPAssist 
resource materials for Noise 
Attenuation. Major Roadways: I-10 
approximately 998 ft. and S. Mesa Hills 
Dr. 152 ft. from project. HUD Calculator: 
68dnl. Attached list of Energy Efficiency 
Measures to be implemented in this 
Project. No significant non-compliance 
issues and will not impact nor conflict 
with project scope of work. 

Sole Source Aquifers 
Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as 
amended, particularly section 
1424(e); 40 CFR Part 149 

  Yes     No The project is not located on a sole 
source aquifer area. The project is in 
compliance with Sole Source Aquifer 
requirements. The City of El Paso does 
not contain any EPA-designated sole 
source aquifers. See Attachment 13. 

Wetlands Protection 
Executive Order 11990, particularly 
sections 2 and 5 

  Yes     No Based on the project description this 
project includes no activities that would 
require further evaluation under this 
section. The project is in compliance 
with Executive Order 11990. 
Compliance with EO11990, Wetlands 
Protection Act. See Attachment 14. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, 
particularly section 7(b) and (c) 

  Yes     No This project is not within proximity of a 
NWSRS river. The project is in 
compliance with the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act. El Paso, Texas has no 
designated wild and scenic rivers on the 
National Rivers Inventory. See 
Attachment 15. 

HUD HOUSING ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

Environmental Justice 
Executive Order 12898 

  Yes     No No adverse environmental impacts were 
identified in the project's total 
environmental review. The project is in 
compliance with Executive Order 12898. 

 
 

Environmental Assessment Factors [24 CFR 58.40; Ref. 40 CFR 1508.8 &1508.27]  
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Impact Codes: An impact code from the following list has been used to make the determination 
of impact for each factor.  
(1)   Minor beneficial impact 
(2)   No impact anticipated  
(3)  Minor Adverse Impact – May require mitigation  
(4)  Significant or potentially significant impact requiring avoidance or modification which may 
require an Environmental Impact Statement.  
 

Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code 

Impact Evaluation Mitigation 

LAND DEVELOPMENT 
Conformance with 
Plans / Compatible 
Land Use and Zoning 
/ Scale and Urban 
Design 

1 The subject property was the ''cleanest 
property'' ever Inspected within El Paso 
City limits by the senior Environmental 
Engineer during his 34 years of experience. 
This Parcel appears to be immediately 
ready to be sold or developed. 

  

Conformance with 
Plans / Compatible 
Land Use and Zoning 
/ Scale and Urban 
Design 

1 The subject property was the ''cleanest 
property'' ever Inspected within El Paso 
City limits by the senior Environmental 
Engineer during his 34 years of experience. 
This Parcel appears to be immediately 
ready to be sold or developed. 

  

Soil Suitability / 
Slope/ Erosion / 
Drainage and Storm 
Water Runoff 

2 According to United States Department of 
Agriculture, Soil Survey Geographic 
(SSURGO) Database, the native soil type is 
Bluepoint association, rolling. 

  

Soil Suitability / 
Slope/ Erosion / 
Drainage and Storm 
Water Runoff 

2 According to United States Department of 
Agriculture, Soil Survey Geographic 
(SSURGO) Database, the native soil type is 
Bluepoint association, rolling. 

  

Hazards and 
Nuisances including 
Site Safety and Site-
Generated Noise 

2 Major Roadways: S. Mesa Hills Dr. 152 ft. 
from project. HUD Calculator: 65dnl, at the 
acceptable level of 65dnl. No significant 
non-compliance issues and will not impact 
nor conflict with project scope of work. 

  

Hazards and 
Nuisances including 
Site Safety and Site-
Generated Noise 

2 Major Roadways: S. Mesa Hills Dr. 152 ft. 
from project. HUD Calculator: 65dnl, at the 
acceptable level of 65dnl. No significant 
non-compliance issues and will not impact 
nor conflict with project scope of work. 

  

SOCIOECONOMIC 
Employment and 
Income Patterns 

2 This development is multi-family residence. 
The City which has experienced significant 
growth in the past 5 years bringing 
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code 

Impact Evaluation Mitigation 

additional recreational, residential, and 
commercial properties. 

Employment and 
Income Patterns 

2 This development is multi-family residence. 
The City which has experienced significant 
growth in the past 5 years bringing 
additional recreational, residential, and 
commercial properties. 

  

Demographic 
Character Changes / 
Displacement 

1 This property is a new construction multi-
family residential property. No 
displacement. 

  

Demographic 
Character Changes / 
Displacement 

1 This property is a new construction multi-
family residential property. No 
displacement. 

  

Environmental Justice 
EA Factor 

2 N/A   

Environmental Justice 
EA Factor 

2 N/A   

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
Educational and 
Cultural Facilities 
(Access and Capacity) 

2 Educational and Cultural Facilities have 
been identified in the vicinity of the 
proposed project site. Several educational 
institutions facilitating a supportive 
environment for children and growing 
families. Schools such as Putnam, Zach 
White, and Johnson elementary schools are 
all local exemplary educational institutions 
for children with a variety of amenities. 
Examples of schooling at higher levels 
include the Coronado High School, the St. 
Mathew Catholic School, and the Mountain 
West Montessori School. 

  

Educational and 
Cultural Facilities 
(Access and Capacity) 

2 Educational and Cultural Facilities have 
been identified in the vicinity of the 
proposed project site. Several educational 
institutions facilitating a supportive 
environment for children and growing 
families. Schools such as Putnam, Zach 
White, and Johnson elementary schools are 
all local exemplary educational institutions 
for children with a variety of amenities. 
Examples of schooling at higher levels 
include the Coronado High School, the St. 
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code 

Impact Evaluation Mitigation 

Mathew Catholic School, and the Mountain 
West Montessori School. 

Commercial Facilities 
(Access and 
Proximity) 

2 Commercial Facilities are located in the 
vicinity of the proposed project site. Stores 
within walking distance of this future 
development are Family Dollar, ''Five or 
Below'', PetSmart, Ross Dress for Less, and 
restaurants like: Corner Bakery, ''Buffalo 
Wild Wings'' and IHOP. Just across the 
street lies the Sunland Park Mall with 
additional stores for a variety of options. 

  

Commercial Facilities 
(Access and 
Proximity) 

2 Commercial Facilities are located in the 
vicinity of the proposed project site. Stores 
within walking distance of this future 
development are Family Dollar, ''Five or 
Below'', PetSmart, Ross Dress for Less, and 
restaurants like: Corner Bakery, ''Buffalo 
Wild Wings'' and IHOP. Just across the 
street lies the Sunland Park Mall with 
additional stores for a variety of options. 

  

Health Care / Social 
Services (Access and 
Capacity) 

2 Health care is located in the vicinity of the 
proposed project site. 

  

Health Care / Social 
Services (Access and 
Capacity) 

2 Health care is located in the vicinity of the 
proposed project site. 

  

Solid Waste Disposal 
and Recycling 
(Feasibility and 
Capacity) 

2 The City of El Paso Environmental Services 
department provides commercial garbage, 
recycling collection. 

  

Solid Waste Disposal 
and Recycling 
(Feasibility and 
Capacity) 

2 The City of El Paso Environmental Services 
department provides commercial garbage, 
recycling collection. 

  

Waste Water and 
Sanitary Sewers 
(Feasibility and 
Capacity) 

1 El Paso Water Utilities provides services for 
project site. 

  

Waste Water and 
Sanitary Sewers 
(Feasibility and 
Capacity) 

1 El Paso Water Utilities provides services for 
project site. 
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code 

Impact Evaluation Mitigation 

Water Supply 
(Feasibility and 
Capacity) 

2 El Paso Water Utilities provides services for 
project site. 

  

Water Supply 
(Feasibility and 
Capacity) 

2 El Paso Water Utilities provides services for 
project site. 

  

Public Safety  - Police, 
Fire and Emergency 
Medical 

2 Police, fire and medical services are 
available within proximity to property site. 

  

Public Safety  - Police, 
Fire and Emergency 
Medical 

2 Police, fire and medical services are 
available within proximity to property site. 

  

Parks, Open Space 
and Recreation 
(Access and Capacity) 

1 Educational and Cultural Facilities have 
been identified in the vicinity of the 
proposed project site. The location of the 
Mesa Hills apartments creates a thriving 
environment for children and growing 
families. Nearby is access to parks and 
other recreational facilities. Within a mile 
from the site are three parks, Harvey Park, 
HT Ponsford Park, and Crestmont Park, all 
provide a child and pet-friendly 
environment that allows for other 
recreational activities. Other nearby 
attractions include Resler Canyon, and Bob-
O's Family Fun Center are excellent 
environments for growing families. 

  

Parks, Open Space 
and Recreation 
(Access and Capacity) 

1 Educational and Cultural Facilities have 
been identified in the vicinity of the 
proposed project site. The location of the 
Mesa Hills apartments creates a thriving 
environment for children and growing 
families. Nearby is access to parks and 
other recreational facilities. Within a mile 
from the site are three parks, Harvey Park, 
HT Ponsford Park, and Crestmont Park, all 
provide a child and pet-friendly 
environment that allows for other 
recreational activities. Other nearby 
attractions include Resler Canyon, and Bob-
O's Family Fun Center are excellent 
environments for growing families. 
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code 

Impact Evaluation Mitigation 

Transportation and 
Accessibility (Access 
and Capacity) 

1 Ridership is imperative to public 
transportation's success. The 
transportation corridor is a benefit to El 
Paso's future residents because they rely 
heavily on public transportation to 
commute to jobs. The Mesa Hills 
apartments are surrounded by a wide 
range of amenities to help support and 
provide equitable opportunities to low-
income families. The site has access to the 
local Sun Metro bus network. Sunland Park 
Drive is a major commercial corridor with 
several malls and commercial plazas for the 
local community. 

  

Transportation and 
Accessibility (Access 
and Capacity) 

1 Ridership is imperative to public 
transportation's success. The 
transportation corridor is a benefit to El 
Paso's future residents because they rely 
heavily on public transportation to 
commute to jobs. The Mesa Hills 
apartments are surrounded by a wide 
range of amenities to help support and 
provide equitable opportunities to low-
income families. The site has access to the 
local Sun Metro bus network. Sunland Park 
Drive is a major commercial corridor with 
several malls and commercial plazas for the 
local community. 

  

NATURAL FEATURES 
Unique Natural 
Features /Water 
Resources 

2 N/A   

Unique Natural 
Features /Water 
Resources 

2 N/A   

Vegetation / Wildlife 
(Introduction, 
Modification, 
Removal, Disruption, 
etc.) 

2 N/A   

Vegetation / Wildlife 
(Introduction, 
Modification, 

2 N/A   
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Environmental 
Assessment Factor 

Impact 
Code 

Impact Evaluation Mitigation 

Removal, Disruption, 
etc.) 
Other Factors 1       
Other Factors 1       
Other Factors 2       
Other Factors 2       

CLIMATE AND ENERGY 
Climate Change 2 No potential environmental concerns 

identified. 
  

Climate Change 2 No potential environmental concerns 
identified. 

  

Energy Efficiency 1 New construction to include state of the art 
high efficiency energy conservation 
materials. 

  

Energy Efficiency 1 New construction to include state of the art 
high efficiency energy conservation 
materials. 

  

 

Supporting documentation 
Mesa Hills Transportation map.pdf 
Mesa Hills Schools map.pdf 

Mesa Hills Retail map.pdf 
Mesa Hills Rendering.pdf 

Mesa Hills Recreation map.pdf 
Mesa Hills Medical Facilities map.pdf 
 
Additional Studies Performed: 

 
 
 

Field Inspection [Optional]: Date and completed 
by: 

 

Bernice Cano 10/1/2024 12:00:00 AM 
 

Project Description 09162024.pdf 
Photos 2 10012024.pdf 

Photos 1 10012024.pdf 
Site Specific Field Contamination Checklist 10022024.pdf 
Photos Mesa Hills.pdf 
P31 Certified Copy of Ordinance.pdf 
Mesa Hills Zoning Letter.pdf 
Mesa Hills SOW.pdf 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346177
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346176
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346175
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346172
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346171
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346169
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336306
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336305
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336304
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336303
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983143
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983142
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983141
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983140
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Mesa Hills Site Contamination.pdf 
MESA HILLS Land Study.pdf 
 
List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Consulted [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]: 

FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency)  Fish and Wildlife Service (Species 
List Austin Ecological Services Field Office)  NEPAssist Resources (National 
Environmental Protection Agency)  State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO)  City of 
El Paso Planning Department  Neighborhood Association: Mesa Hills Neighborhood 
Association + Upper Mesa Hills Neighborhood Association  Upper Mesa Hills 
Neighborhood Association + Mesa Hills Neighborhood Association  , PE  
Tribes with interest within El Paso County, Texas 

 
TBL 3.pdf 
TBL 2.pdf 
TBL 1.pdf 
HACEP Mesa Hills Apartments Neighborhood Assoc.pdf 
Rezoning Item 6 REVISED 05162024.pdf 

 
List of Permits Obtained:  

City of El Paso Planning Department - Rezoning 
 
Public Outreach [24 CFR 58.43]: 

Public Meetings held by Housing Authority dba HOME 05082024 and 07092024 
 

SOUTH_~1.PDF 
Sign Photo.pdf 

Public Hearing Attendance July 9.pdf 
MINUTE~1.PDF 
Letter to Residents.pdf 

Informational Meeting Attendance May 8.pdf 
 
Cumulative Impact Analysis [24 CFR 58.32]:  

The need for affordable housing in this neighborhood and across the city is great. 
According to the 2019 El Paso Regional Housing plan, the city has a shortage of 3,300 
rental units for households earning less than $30,000 annually. In census tract 11.14 
where the future development is located, median gross rent as a percentage of 
household income is 37.4% as of 2021 according to the American Community Survey 
(ACS). Mesa Hills will facilitate access to quality housing in a community-oriented 
environment, with outdoor gathering spaces, and will support current and future 
neighborhood residents and families seeking homes which are affordable and close to 
transit, retail, jobs, and schools. With a wide variety of shops and retail within walking 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983139
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983138
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012477355
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012477354
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012477352
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012347263
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346249
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346255
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346254
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346253
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346252
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346251
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346250
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distance to the future development, there is less of a dependence on personal 
vehicles which will alleviate any additional financial burden for future residents. 

 
Alternatives [24 CFR 58.40(e); 40 CFR 1508.9]  

New construction, no alternatives taken. 
  
No Action Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(e)]  

The development of Mesa Hills will set a leading example for a more community-
oriented neighborhood that is currently in need of increased affordable housing 
options. 

 
Summary of Findings and Conclusions:  

A review of several dozen Federal, State, and other databases identified absolutely no 
environmental findings regarding the subject property. No Recognized Environmental 
Conditions were found.  * Six (6) very minor occurrences were classified as ''De 
Minimis Conditions'' that were identified at one (1) off-site location that would not 
impact the subject property. These six very minor sites listed in the database were 
both hydrologically down gradient, and too far away from the subject property to be 
significant environmental risks to the subject property.  * No immediate significant 
environmental hazards were observed on-site, and no potential environmental issues 
regarding the subject property from off-site sources were identified during this 
Assessment. No further Environmental Assessment actions appear warranted.  * Very 
small amounts of trash and some construction debris were observed onsite. No 
hazardous materials or waste were observed onsite at the time of the site Inspection 
(refer to photos in Attachment C).  * The subject property was the ''cleanest 
property'' ever Inspected within El Paso City limits by the senior Environmental 
Engineer during his 34 years of experience. This Parcel appears to be immediately 
ready to be sold or developed.  * No further Environmental Assessment actions are 
recommended, based on this Phase I ESA. 

 
Mitigation Measures and Conditions [CFR 1505.2(c)]:  
Summarized below are all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, 
avoid or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-
conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be 
incorporated into project contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents. 
The staff responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly 
identified in the mitigation plan.  
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Law, 
Authority, or 
Factor 

Mitigation Measure or 
Condition 

Comments 
on 
Completed 
Measures 

Mitigation 
Plan 

Complete 

Contamination 
and Toxic 
Substances 

Upon completion of units, a 
certified Radon Technician will 
evaluate each unit and provide 
documentation of compliance. 

N/A New 
construction - 
once project is 
complete a 
certified Radon 
Technician will 
test each unit 
and provide 
documentation 
of compliance. 

  

 
Project Mitigation Plan 

RADON: For new construction projects, it would be acceptable to include radon 
testing as a mitigation requirement under the Contamination screen in HEROS. Note: 
The ERR can also be closed out and approved at that point.     HUD's guidance on this 
can be found in CPD Notice 23-103. Here's the applicable excerpt found on Page 8: In 
instances where radon testing will be conducted but cannot be conducted until after 
the environmental review record is certified -such as with new construction or certain 
rehabilitation projects- then the initial documentation would not include a radon 
evaluation but must include a condition for post-construction radon testing followed 
by mitigation if needed. The environmental preparer must update the environmental 
review record with the radon evaluation and proof of any required mitigation when 
complete. 

 
Supporting documentation on completed measures 
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APPENDIX A:  Related Federal Laws and Authorities 
 

 Airport Hazards 
General policy Legislation Regulation 

It is HUD’s policy to apply standards to 
prevent incompatible development 
around civil airports and military airfields.   

 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D 

 
1. To ensure compatible land use development, you must determine your site’s 
proximity to civil and military airports.  Is your project within 15,000 feet of a military airport 
or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport? 
 

✓ No 
 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. 
Document and upload the map showing that the site is not within the 
applicable distances to a military or civilian airport below 
 

 Yes 
 

 
 

 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

The project site is not within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian 
airport. The project is in compliance with Airport Hazards requirements. See 
Attachment 1, project site is not within a Civilian or Military runway zone. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 1 Airport Mesa Hills.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983493
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Coastal Barrier Resources 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

HUD financial assistance may not be 

used for most activities in units of the 

Coastal Barrier Resources System 

(CBRS). See 16 USC 3504 for limitations 

on federal expenditures affecting the 

CBRS.   

Coastal Barrier Resources Act 

(CBRA) of 1982, as amended by 

the Coastal Barrier Improvement 

Act of 1990 (16 USC 3501)  

 

 

 
1. Is the project located in a CBRS Unit? 

✓ No 

 
Document and upload map and documentation below.  
 

 Yes 

 
 
Compliance Determination 

This project is not located in a CBRS Unit. Therefore, this project has no potential to 
impact a CBRS Unit and is in compliance with the Coastal Barrier Resources Act. No 
Coastal Barriers in El Paso, Texas. Compliance based on location and CBMA, See 
Attachment 2. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 2 Coastal Barrier.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983494
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Flood Insurance 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Certain types of federal financial assistance may not be 

used in floodplains unless the community participates 

in National Flood Insurance Program and flood 

insurance is both obtained and maintained. 

Flood Disaster 

Protection Act of 1973 

as amended (42 USC 

4001-4128) 

24 CFR 50.4(b)(1) 

and 24 CFR 58.6(a) 

and (b); 24 CFR 

55.1(b). 

 
 
1. Does this project involve financial assistance for construction, rehabilitation, or 
acquisition of a mobile home, building, or insurable personal property? 
 

 No. This project does not require flood insurance or is excepted from flood 
insurance.  

 
✓ Yes 

 
2. Upload a FEMA/FIRM map showing the site here:  

 
Attachment 3 Flood Mesa Hills.pdf 
 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designates floodplains. The FEMA 

Map Service Center provides this information in the form of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate 

Maps (FIRMs).  For projects in areas not mapped by FEMA, use the best available 

information to determine floodplain information.  Include documentation, including a 

discussion of why this is the best available information for the site. Provide FEMA/FIRM 

floodplain zone designation, panel number, and date within your documentation. 

 
Is the structure, part of the structure, or insurable property located in a FEMA-
designated Special Flood Hazard Area?    
 
✓ No 

 
   Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  

 

 Yes 

 
 
4. While flood insurance is not mandatory for this project, HUD strongly recommends 
that all insurable structures maintain flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP).  Will flood insurance be required as a mitigation measure or condition? 
 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983495
http://www.msc.fema.gov/
http://www.msc.fema.gov/
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 Yes 

✓ No 

 

 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

The structure or insurable property is not located in a FEMA-designated Special Flood 
Hazard Area. While flood insurance may not be mandatory in this instance, HUD 
recommends that all insurable structures maintain flood insurance under the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The project is in compliance with flood insurance 
requirements. See Attachment 3: FIRM 480214, PANEL 0027D, DATE 01/03/1997, 
ZONE C. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  
 

 Yes 

✓ No 
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Air Quality 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

The Clean Air Act is administered 

by the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), which 

sets national standards on 

ambient pollutants. In addition, 

the Clean Air Act is administered 

by States, which must develop 

State Implementation Plans (SIPs) 

to regulate their state air quality. 

Projects funded by HUD must 

demonstrate that they conform 

to the appropriate SIP.   

Clean Air Act (42 USC 7401 et 

seq.) as amended particularly 

Section 176(c) and (d) (42 USC 

7506(c) and (d)) 

40 CFR Parts 6, 51 

and 93 

 
1. Does your project include new construction or conversion of land use facilitating the 
development of public, commercial, or industrial facilities OR five or more dwelling units? 
 
✓ Yes 

 No 
 
Air Quality Attainment Status of Project’s County or Air Quality Management District  

 

2. Is your project’s air quality management district or county in non-attainment or 

maintenance status for any criteria pollutants? 

 

 No, project’s county or air quality management district is in attainment status for 
all criteria pollutants.  

 
✓ Yes, project’s management district or county is in non-attainment or 

maintenance status for the following criteria pollutants (check all that apply):  
 
 

✓ Carbon Monoxide  

 Lead 

 Nitrogen dioxide 

 Sulfur dioxide 
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 Ozone 

 Particulate Matter, <2.5 microns 

 Particulate Matter, <10 microns 

 

 
3. What are the de minimis emissions levels (40 CFR 93.153) or screening levels for the 
non-attainment or maintenance level pollutants indicated above 
 

   
Carbon monoxide 12.70 ppm (parts per million) 

 

 

 
4. Determine the estimated emissions levels of your project. Will your project exceed 
any of the de minimis or threshold emissions levels of non-attainment and maintenance level 
pollutants or exceed the screening levels established by the state or air quality management 
district? 

✓ No, the project will not exceed de minimis or threshold emissions levels or 
screening levels.  

 
Enter the estimate emission levels: 

   
Carbon monoxide 12.70 ppm (parts per million) 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  

 

 Yes, the project exceeds de minimis emissions levels or screening levels. 

 
 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

The project's county or air quality management district is in non-attainment status for 
the following: Carbon monoxide. This project does not exceed de minimis emissions 
levels or the screening level established by the state or air quality management 
district for the pollutant(s) identified above. The project is in compliance with the 
Clean Air Act. See Attachment 4 Air Quality.  8-Hour Ozone (2015) Designated Area 
Area/State/County Report  Data is current as of September 30, 2024  El Paso-Las 
Cruces, TX-NM (Marginal - Nonattainment)  NEW MEXICO (Region VI)  Dona Ana 

Provide your source used to determine levels here:  
U.S. EPA's Green Book on Nonattainment Areas for Criteria Pollutants AIRNOW 
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County (P)  TEXAS (Region VI)  El Paso County  Carbon Monoxide (1971) Designated 
Area Area/State/County Report  Data is current as of September 30, 2024  El Paso, TX 
(Moderate <= 12.7ppm - Maintenance)  TEXAS (Region VI)  El Paso County (P)  Portion 
of the City Limits of El Paso  Project estimated emissions levels are below de minimis 
levels for all nonattainment or maintenance pollutants, the project is in compliance 
with the Clean Air Act and no further action is required.    

 
Supporting documentation  

EPA AIRNOW 10072024.pdf 

EPA AIRNOW Current Air Quality.pdf 
Attachment 4 Air Quality.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346670
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346623
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983501
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Coastal Zone Management Act  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Federal assistance to applicant 

agencies for activities affecting 

any coastal use or resource is 

granted only when such 

activities are consistent with 

federally approved State 

Coastal Zone Management Act 

Plans.   

Coastal Zone Management 

Act (16 USC 1451-1464), 

particularly section 307(c) 

and (d) (16 USC 1456(c) and 

(d)) 

15 CFR Part 930 

 

 
 
1. Is the project located in, or does it affect, a Coastal Zone as defined in your state 
Coastal Management Plan? 
 

 Yes 

✓ No 
 

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document 
and upload all documents used to make your determination below. 

 
 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

This project is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state 
Coastal Management Plan. The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. No Coastal Zones in El Paso, Texas. Compliance based on location 
and CZMA. See Attachment 5. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 5 Coastal Zone.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983504
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Contamination and Toxic Substances 
 
General Requirements Legislation Regulations 

It is HUD policy that all properties that are being 

proposed for use in HUD programs be free of 

hazardous materials, contamination, toxic 

chemicals and gases, and radioactive substances, 

where a hazard could affect the health and safety of 

the occupants or conflict with the intended 

utilization of the property. 

 24 CFR 

58.5(i)(2)  

24 CFR 50.3(i) 

 

Reference 

https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-review/site-contamination 

 
1. How was site contamination evaluated?* Select all that apply. 
 

✓ ASTM Phase I ESA 
 

 ASTM Phase II ESA 
 

 Remediation or clean-up plan 

 

 ASTM Vapor Encroachment Screening. 
 

 None of the above 
 
* HUD regulations at 24 CFR § 58.5(i)(2)(ii) require that the environmental review for multifamily 
housing with five or more dwelling units or non-residential property include the evaluation of 
previous uses of the site or other evidence of contamination on or near the site. 
For acquisition and new construction of multifamily and nonresidential properties HUD strongly 
advises the review include an ASTM Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) to meet real 
estate transaction standards of due diligence and to help ensure compliance with HUD’s toxic 
policy at 24 CFR §58.5(i) and 24 CFR §50.3(i).  Also note that some HUD programs require an 
ASTM Phase I ESA. 
 
2. Were any on-site or nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances found that could 
affect the health and safety of project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the 
property?  (Were any recognized environmental conditions or RECs identified in a Phase I ESA 
and confirmed in a Phase II ESA?) 
 

✓ No 
 

Explain:  

https://www.onecpd.info/environmental-review/site-contamination
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Upon review, there were no toxic and/or hazardous substance found nearby 
property site. See Site Specific Field Contamination Checklist. Upon review, 
there were no toxic and/or hazardous substance found nearby property site. 
See Site Specific Field Contamination Checklist. 

 Yes 
 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

Site contamination was evaluated as follows: ASTM Phase I ESA. On-site or nearby 
toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances that could affect the health and safety of 
project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property were not found. 
Radon analysis indicated elevated levels of radon or consideration of radon will occur 
following construction. Adverse radon impacts can be mitigated. With mitigation, 
identified in the mitigation section of this review, the project will be in compliance 
with contamination and toxic substances requirements. See Attachment 6 NEPAssist 
resource material for toxic and contamination sites within 1 mile of project location. 
Hazardous Waste, 18 sites: KMart #9325, Family Dollar #5141, Walmart NM 7229, City 
of El Paso PDH ECHO reports attached with "No Violations Indicated"; Chevron 76184, 
Furrs Supermarket, Desert Cleaners, Mesa Hills Chiropractic, Sparkle Cleaners, Home 
Club, Kits Cameras, Oklahoma Installation, Sears 1027, Target T08022, Carrier 
Corporation, Penske Truck Leasing, American Minerals, and DG Shelter Products EPA 
Reports attached with "No Record Data Available". Water Dischargers, 4 sites: Desert 
Pass Unit 3 and CST Store 1260 ECHO Reports attached with "Terminated Permit"; 
Coronado High School and City of El Paso ECHO Reports attached with "No Violations 
Indicated". Air Pollution: Valle Bank of El Paso ECHO Report attached with "No 
Violations Indicated". Toxic Releases: American Minerals ECHO Report attached with 
"No Violations Indicated".  No significant non-compliance issues and will not impact 
nor conflict with project scope of work. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

HOME Letter for Radon Testing.pdf 
Photos 2 10012024(1).pdf 

Photos 1 10012024(1).pdf 
Site Specific Field Contamination Checklist 10022024(1).pdf 
Mesa Hills SOW(1).pdf 

Mesa Hills Site Contamination(1).pdf 
4 Phase I Property Photos.pdf 
3 Phase I Site Location Map.pdf 
2 Phase I Topographical Map.pdf 
1 Phase I Historical and Aerial Photos.pdf 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346425
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346149
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346147
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346144
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983547
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983546
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983542
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983541
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983540
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983539
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RCRAInfo Facility EPA Target T0822.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Sparkle Cleaners.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Sears 1027.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Penske Truck Leasing.pdf 

RCRAInfo Facility EPA Oklahoma Installation.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Mesa Hills Chiropractic.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Kits Cameras.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Home Club.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Furrs Supermarket.pdf 

RCRAInfo Facility EPA DG Shelter Products.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Desert Cleaners.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA Chevron 76184.pdf 

RCRAInfo Facility EPA Carrier Corp.pdf 
RCRAInfo Facility EPA American Minerals.pdf 
Detailed Facility Report ECHO WalMart 7229.pdf 

Detailed Facility Report ECHO Valley Bank.pdf 
Detailed Facility Report ECHO KMart 9325.pdf 

Detailed Facility Report ECHO Family Dollar 5141.pdf 
Detailed Facility Report ECHO Desert Pass.pdf 
Detailed Facility Report ECHO CST Store 1260.pdf 

Detailed Facility Report ECHO Coronado HS.pdf 
Detailed Facility Report ECHO COE PDH.pdf 

Detailed Facility Report ECHO City of El Paso.pdf 
Detailed Facility Report ECHO American Minerals.pdf 

West of South Mesa Hills Dr Phase 1 ESA.pdf 
Attachment 6 Toxics Mesa Hills .pdf 
 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

✓ Yes 

 No 
 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983537
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983536
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983535
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983534
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983533
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983532
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983531
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983530
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983529
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983528
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983527
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983526
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983525
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983524
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983523
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983522
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983521
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983520
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983519
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983516
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983515
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983514
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983513
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983512
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983510
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983509
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Endangered Species  
General requirements ESA Legislation Regulations 

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

mandates that federal agencies ensure that 

actions that they authorize, fund, or carry out 

shall not jeopardize the continued existence of 

federally listed plants and animals or result in 

the adverse modification or destruction of 

designated critical habitat. Where their actions 

may affect resources protected by the ESA, 

agencies must consult with the Fish and Wildlife 

Service and/or the National Marine Fisheries 

Service (“FWS” and “NMFS” or “the Services”).  

The Endangered 

Species Act of 1973 

(16 U.S.C. 1531 et 

seq.); particularly 

section 7 (16 USC 

1536). 

50 CFR Part 

402 

 
1. Does the project involve any activities that have the potential to affect specifies or 
habitats?  
 

✓ No, the project will have No Effect due to the nature of the activities involved in 
the project.  
 

This selection is only appropriate if none of the activities involved in the project 
have potential to affect species or habitats. Examples of actions without 
potential to affect listed species may include: purchasing existing buildings, 
completing interior renovations to existing buildings, and replacing exterior 
paint or siding on existing buildings. 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. 

 

 No, the project will have No Effect based on a letter of understanding, 
memorandum of agreement, programmatic agreement, or checklist provided by 
local HUD office 

 

 Yes, the activities involved in the project have the potential to affect species and/or 
habitats. 

 
 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

This project will have No Effect on listed species due to the nature of the activities 
involved in the project. This project is in compliance with the Endangered Species Act. 
Vacant Lot has been cleared and is prepped for future construction of multi-family 
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complexes. The project scope of work will have no effect due to nature of project 
activities. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Species List Austin Ecological Services Field Office.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983562
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Explosive and Flammable Hazards 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

HUD-assisted projects must meet 

Acceptable Separation Distance (ASD) 

requirements to protect them from 

explosive and flammable hazards. 

N/A 24 CFR Part 51 

Subpart C 

 
1. Is the proposed HUD-assisted project itself the development of a hazardous facility (a 
facility that mainly stores, handles or processes flammable or combustible chemicals such as 
bulk fuel storage facilities and refineries)? 
 

✓ No 

 Yes 
 
2. Does this project include any of the following activities:  development, construction, 
rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion? 
 
 

 No 

 
✓ Yes 

 
 
 
3. Within 1 mile of the project site, are there any current or planned stationary 
aboveground storage containers that are covered by 24 CFR 51C?  Containers that are NOT 
covered under the regulation include: 

• Containers 100 gallons or less in capacity, containing common liquid industrial 
fuels OR   

• Containers of liquified petroleum gas (LPG) or propane with a water volume 
capacity of 1,000 gallons or less that meet the requirements of the 2017 or later version of 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Code 58. 
If all containers within the search area fit the above criteria, answer “No.”  For any other type 
of aboveground storage container within the search area that holds one of the flammable or 
explosive materials listed in Appendix I of 24 CFR part 51 subpart C, answer “Yes.” 
 
✓ No 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document 
and upload all documents used to make your determination below. 
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 Yes 

 
 
 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

There are no current or planned stationary aboveground storage containers of 
concern within 1 mile of the project site. The project is in compliance with explosive 
and flammable hazard requirements. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 
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Farmlands Protection  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

The Farmland Protection 

Policy Act (FPPA) discourages 

federal activities that would 

convert farmland to 

nonagricultural purposes. 

Farmland Protection Policy 

Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 4201 

et seq.) 

7 CFR Part 658 

 
1. Does your project include any activities, including new construction, acquisition of 
undeveloped land or conversion, that could convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural 
use? 
 

 Yes 

✓ No 
 

If your project includes new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land or 
conversion, explain how you determined that agricultural land would not be 
converted: 
 
 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document 
and upload all documents used to make your determination below. 

 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

This project does not include any activities that could potentially convert agricultural 
land to a non-agricultural use. The project is in compliance with the Farmland 
Protection Policy Act. The proposed project will be limited to new construction of a 
multi-family residential project and is within the City limits. Therefore, complies with 
the Farmlands Protection Policy Act. See Attachment 9. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 9 Farmland.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_11/7cfr658_11.html
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983566
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Floodplain Management 
 

General Requirements Legislation Regulation 

Executive Order 11988, 

Floodplain Management, 

requires federal activities to 

avoid impacts to floodplains 

and to avoid direct and 

indirect support of floodplain 

development to the extent 

practicable. 

Executive Order 11988 24 CFR 55 

 
1. Do any of the following exemptions apply? Select the applicable citation? [only one 
selection possible] 
 

 55.12(c)(3) 
 55.12(c)(4)  
 55.12(c)(5)  
 55.12(c)(6)  
 55.12(c)(7)  
 55.12(c)(8)  
 55.12(c)(9)  
 55.12(c)(10)  
 55.12(c)(11)  
✓ None of the above   

 
2. Upload a FEMA/FIRM map showing the site here: 
 

  

Attachment 3 Flood Mesa Hills.pdf 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designates floodplains. The FEMA 
Map Service Center provides this information in the form of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMs).  For projects in areas not mapped by FEMA, use the best available 
information to determine floodplain information.  Include documentation, including a 
discussion of why this is the best available information for the site. 
 
Does your project occur in a floodplain? 

 
 

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  
 

✓ No 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983495


FY24-NOFA-HACEP-Mesa-
Hills-Apts.,-79912update 

El Paso, TX 900000010372729 

 

 
 02/07/2025 14:23 Page 37 of 50 

 
 

 Yes 
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Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

This project does not occur in a floodplain. The project is in compliance with Executive 
Order 11988. See Attachment 10: FIRM 480214, PANEL 0027D, DATE 01/03/1997, 
ZONE C. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 10 Floodplain Mesa Hills.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983569
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Historic Preservation 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Regulations under 

Section 106 of the 

National Historic 

Preservation Act 

(NHPA) require a 

consultative process 

to identify historic  

properties, assess 

project impacts on 

them, and avoid, 

minimize,  or mitigate 

adverse effects    

Section 106 of the 

National Historic 

Preservation Act  

(16 U.S.C. 470f) 

36 CFR 800 “Protection of Historic 

Properties” 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CF

R-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-

vol3-part800.pdf  

 
 
Threshold 
Is Section 106 review required for your project?  
  

No, because the project consists solely of activities listed as exempt in a 
Programmatic Agreement (PA ). (See the PA Database to find applicable PAs.)   
No, because the project consists solely of activities included in a No Potential to 
Cause Effects memo or other determination [36 CFR 800.3(a)(1)].  

✓ Yes, because the project includes activities with potential to cause effects (direct 
or indirect).  

 
Step 1 – Initiate Consultation 
Select all consulting parties below (check all that apply): 
 

  
✓ State Historic Preservation Offer (SHPO) Completed 

 

  
✓ Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Not Required 

 
 
✓ Indian Tribes, including Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (THPOs) or Native 

Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs) 
 

 
 

✓  Apache Tribe of Oklahoma Response Period Elapsed 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-vol3-part800.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-vol3-part800.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-vol3-part800.pdf
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Other Consulting Parties 

 
 

Describe the process of selecting consulting parties and initiating consultation here:  
 

Written request for consultation to SHPO/THC with corresponding documentation 
maps, pictures, scope of work and cost estimate sent via eTRAC, THC electronic 
tracking system. Tribal Consultations are sent out and are given a 30-day response 
time. 

 
Document and upload all correspondence, notices and notes (including comments and 
objections received below). 
 
Was the Section 106 Lender Delegation Memo used for Section 106 consultation? 
  

Yes  
No 

 

 

 
 
Step 2 – Identify and Evaluate Historic Properties 

1. Define the Area of Potential Effect (APE), either by entering the address(es) or 
uploading a map depicting the APE below: 

6.325 acre vacant land site located west of South Mesa Hills Drive, El 
Paso, TX 79912. Lot 3, Block 1, Coronado Del Sol. 

 
In the chart below, list historic properties identified and evaluated in the APE. Every 
historic property that may be affected by the project should be included in the chart. 

 
Upload the documentation (survey forms, Register nominations, concurrence(s) and/or 
objection(s), notes, and photos) that justify your National Register Status determination 

✓  Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma 

Response Period Elapsed 

✓  Fort Sill Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma 

Response Period Elapsed 

✓  Mescalero Apache Tribe Response Period Elapsed 
✓  Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma Response Period Elapsed 
✓  White Mountain Apache Tribe Response Period Elapsed 
✓  Wichita + Affiliated Tribes Response Period Elapsed 
✓  Ysleta Del Sur Puebla Response Period Elapsed 
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below.   
 

Address / Location 
/ District 

National Register 
Status 

SHPO Concurrence Sensitive 
Information 

 
Additional Notes: 

 
 
 

2. Was a survey of historic buildings and/or archeological sites done as part of the 
project? 

  
Yes 

✓ No 

 
Step 3 –Assess Effects of the Project on Historic Properties  
 
Only properties that are listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places receive 
further consideration under Section 106.   Assess the effect(s) of the project by applying the 
Criteria of Adverse Effect. (36 CFR 800.5)]  Consider direct and indirect effects as applicable as 
per guidance on direct and indirect effects. 
 
Choose one of the findings below - No Historic Properties Affected, No Adverse Effect, or 
Adverse Effect; and seek concurrence from consulting parties.   
 
✓ No Historic Properties Affected 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload 
concurrence(s) or objection(s) below. 
 
         Document reason for finding:  
 
 
 
 
  

No Adverse Effect 

  
Adverse Effect 

 

✓ No historic properties present. 

 
Historic properties present, but project will have no effect upon them. 
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Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

Based on Section 106 consultation there are No Historic Properties Affected because 
there are no historic properties present. The project is in compliance with Section 
106. See Attachment 11 and response from SHPO/THC: The review staff, led by 
Charles Peveto and Drew Sitters, has completed its review and has made the 
following determinations based on the information submitted for review:    Above-
Ground Resources  * No historic properties are present or affected by the project as 
proposed. However, if historic properties are discovered or unanticipated effects on 
historic properties are found, work should cease in the immediate area; work can 
continue where no historic properties are present. Please contact the THC's History 
Programs Division at 512-463-5853 to consult on further actions that may be 
necessary to protect historic properties.    Archeology Comments  * No historic 
properties affected. However, if cultural materials are encountered during 
construction or disturbance activities, work should cease in the immediate area; work 
can continue where no cultural materials are present. Please contact the THC's 
Archeology Division at 512-463-6096 to consult on further actions that may be 
necessary to protect the cultural remains.   

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Ysleta del Sur Pueblo.pdf 
Wichita + Affiliated Tribes of Oklahoma.pdf 

White Mountain Apache Tribe.pdf 
Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma.pdf 
Mescalero Apache Tribe of New Mexico.pdf 

Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma.pdf 
Comanche Nation Oklahoma.pdf 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma.pdf 

P31 Certified Copy of Ordinance(1).pdf 
West of South Mesa Hills Dr Phase 1 ESA(1).pdf 
Section 106 letter White Mountain.pdf 
THC 202404161.msg 

1 Phase I Historical and Aerial Photos(1).pdf 
Attachment 11 Historic Mesa Hills property.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?   

Yes 

✓ No 
 

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336315
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336314
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336313
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336312
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336311
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336310
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336308
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012336307
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012000652
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012000650
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012000615
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983576
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983575
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983574
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Noise Abatement and Control  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

HUD’s noise regulations protect 

residential properties from 

excessive noise exposure. HUD 

encourages mitigation as 

appropriate. 

Noise Control Act of 1972 

 

General Services Administration 

Federal Management Circular 

75-2: “Compatible Land Uses at 

Federal Airfields” 

Title 24 CFR 51 

Subpart B 

 
 
1. What activities does your project involve? Check all that apply: 
 
✓ New construction for residential use 

 
NOTE: HUD assistance to new construction projects is generally prohibited if 
they are located in an Unacceptable zone, and HUD discourages assistance for 
new construction projects in Normally Unacceptable zones.  See 24 CFR 
51.101(a)(3) for further details. 

 

 Rehabilitation of an existing residential property 

 

 A research demonstration project which does not result in new construction or 
reconstruction 

 An interstate land sales registration 

 Any timely emergency assistance under disaster assistance provision or 
appropriations which are provided to save lives, protect property, protect public 
health and safety, remove debris and wreckage, or assistance that has the effect of 
restoring facilities substantially as they existed prior to the disaster 

 None of the above 

 
4. Complete the Preliminary Screening to identify potential noise generators in the 
vicinity (1000’ from a major road, 3000’ from a railroad, or 15 miles from an airport).   
 
Indicate the findings of the Preliminary Screening below: 
 

✓ There are no noise generators found within the threshold distances above.  
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Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  Document 
and upload a map showing the location of the project relative to any noise 
generators below. 

 

 Noise generators were found within the threshold distances.   

 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

The Preliminary Screening identified no noise generators in the vicinity of the project. 
The project is in compliance with HUD's Noise regulation. See Attachment 12A, 12B 
and 12C NEPAssist resource materials for Noise Attenuation. Major Roadways: I-10 
approximately 998 ft. and S. Mesa Hills Dr. 152 ft. from project. HUD Calculator: 
68dnl. Attached list of Energy Efficiency Measures to be implemented in this Project. 
No significant non-compliance issues and will not impact nor conflict with project 
scope of work. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Energy Conservation - Noise Attenuation measures.pdf 

TXDOT FTT I10.pdf 
HUD dnl Calculator 02062025.pdf 

Attachment 12A Airport Mesa Hills 79912 2.pdf 
Attachment 12C Roadways Mesa Hills 79912 I-10.pdf 

TXDOT FTT S Mesa Hills Dr.pdf 
DNL Calculator HUD Exchange.pdf 

Attachment 12C Roadways S Mesa Hills Dr .pdf 
Attachment 12C Roadways Mesa Hills to access.pdf 
Attachment 12B Railroad Mesa Hills.pdf 

Attachment 12A Airport Mesa Hills.pdf 
 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012477331
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012477328
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012477327
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346479
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000012346442
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983592
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983591
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983581
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983580
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983579
https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983578
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Sole Source Aquifers  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

The Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 

protects drinking water systems 

which are the sole or principal 

drinking water source for an area 

and which, if contaminated, would 

create a significant hazard to public 

health. 

Safe Drinking Water 

Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 

201, 300f et seq., and 

21 U.S.C. 349) 

40 CFR Part 149 

 
  
1. Does the project consist solely of acquisition, leasing, or rehabilitation of an existing 
building(s)?  

  
Yes 

✓ No 

 
 
 
2. Is the project located on a sole source aquifer (SSA)? 

A sole source aquifer is defined as an aquifer that supplies at least 50 percent of the 

drinking water consumed in the area overlying the aquifer. This includes streamflow 

source areas, which are upstream areas of losing streams that flow into the recharge 

area. 

 

✓ No 

 
Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and 
upload documentation used to make your determination, such as a map of your project 
(or jurisdiction, if appropriate) in relation to the nearest SSA and its source area, below. 
  

Yes 

 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

The project is not located on a sole source aquifer area. The project is in compliance 
with Sole Source Aquifer requirements. The City of El Paso does not contain any EPA-
designated sole source aquifers. See Attachment 13. 
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Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 13 Aquifers.pdf 
 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?   

Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983582
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Wetlands Protection  
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Executive Order 11990 discourages direct or 

indirect support of new construction impacting 

wetlands wherever there is a practicable 

alternative. The Fish and Wildlife Service’s 

National Wetlands Inventory can be used as a 

primary screening tool, but observed or known 

wetlands not indicated on NWI maps must also 

be processed Off-site impacts that result in 

draining, impounding, or destroying wetlands 

must also be processed.  

Executive Order 

11990 

24 CFR 55.20 can be 

used for general 

guidance regarding 

the 8 Step Process. 

 
1. Does this project involve new construction as defined in Executive Order 11990, 
expansion of a building’s footprint, or ground disturbance? The term "new construction" shall 
include draining, dredging, channelizing, filling, diking, impounding, and related activities and 
any structures or facilities begun or authorized after the effective date of the Order 
 

✓ No 

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  
 

 Yes 

Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

Based on the project description this project includes no activities that would require 
further evaluation under this section. The project is in compliance with Executive 
Order 11990. Compliance with EO11990, Wetlands Protection Act. See Attachment 
14. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 14 Wetlands Mesa Hills.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 

 
  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983583
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Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
General requirements Legislation Regulation 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 

provides federal protection for 

certain free-flowing, wild, scenic 

and recreational rivers 

designated as components or 

potential components of the 

National Wild and Scenic Rivers 

System (NWSRS) from the effects 

of construction or development.  

The Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Act (16 U.S.C. 1271-1287), 

particularly section 7(b) and 

(c) (16 U.S.C. 1278(b) and (c)) 

36 CFR Part 297  

 
1. Is your project within proximity of a NWSRS river?   
 

✓ No 

 Yes, the project is in proximity of a Designated Wild and Scenic River or Study 
Wild and Scenic River. 

 Yes, the project is in proximity of a Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) River. 
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

This project is not within proximity of a NWSRS river. The project is in compliance with 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. El Paso, Texas has no designated wild and scenic rivers 
on the National Rivers Inventory. See Attachment 15. 

 
Supporting documentation  
  

Attachment 15 Wild River.pdf 
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 
 

  

https://heros.hud.gov/heros/faces/downloadFile.xhtml?erUploadId=900000011983584
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Environmental Justice 

General requirements Legislation Regulation 

Determine if the project 

creates adverse environmental 

impacts upon a low-income or 

minority community.  If it 

does, engage the community 

in meaningful participation 

about mitigating the impacts 

or move the project.   

Executive Order 12898  

 
HUD strongly encourages starting the Environmental Justice analysis only after all other laws 
and authorities, including Environmental Assessment factors if necessary, have been 
completed.  

 
1. Were any adverse environmental impacts identified in any other compliance review 
portion of this project’s total environmental review? 
 

 Yes 

✓ No 
 

Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.  
 
Screen Summary 
Compliance Determination 

No adverse environmental impacts were identified in the project's total 
environmental review. The project is in compliance with Executive Order 12898. 

 
Supporting documentation  
 
Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?  

 Yes 

✓ No 
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January 24, 2025 
 

 

 
 
Dear , 
 
Thank you for your email and for sharing your comments regarding the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for Mesa Hills Apartments. We appreciate the time you invested in 
reviewing the final EA and submitting feedback. 
 
At this time, we will address the environmental matters outlined in your letter dated 
November 19, 2024. These items have been reviewed, and our responses are provided 
below for your reference. Please note that our responses are limited to questions or issues 
directly pertaining to the environmental review process. 
 

Item Description  Response  
2 – Page 1 
 

General Comment - Why did the City 
prepare the SEA and associated 
notices for HOME if they are an entity 
that is run entirely separately from 
the City of El Paso? 

The unit of general local 
government within which the 
project is located that exercises land 
use authority must act as the 
environmental Responsible Entity 
(RE) under NEPA for the local public 
housing authority (PHA).  Please 
refer to the regulation at 24 CFR 
Part 58.2(a)(7)(ii)(B).  Local PHAs are 
not permitted to act as an RE. 
 
 
 

3 
 

General Comment - Were any other 
locations for this affordable housing 
project considered or was Lot 3, Block 
1, the only one? 

As to the alternatives analysis, the 
regulation at 24 CFR Part 58.40(e) 
allows for the consideration of 
taking no action or not 
implementing the project as an 
alternative.  As stated in the 
environmental review record, the 
project will provide increased 
affordable housing options for the 
community that would otherwise 
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not be available. We would defer 
you to HOME for this concern. 

4 General Comment - I don't 
understand why other federal 
agencies are required to perform 
more extensive work in order for their 
EAs to be in strict compliance with 
NEPA. 

HUD’s environmental protocol, 
which the City is required to adhere 
to, complies with the requirements 
set forth by the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) and 
HUD’s NEPA-implementing 
regulations found at 24 CFR Parts 50 
and 58.  While HUD does utilize a 
prescribed format for environmental 
assessment-level projects, it is 
required to be site-specific. 

5 – Page 2 General Comment - Negative Impact 
as a result of increase - traffic. 

The project has been determined to 
conform with local compatible land 
use, scale, and zoning requirements 
as indicated by the issuance of the 
associated City of El Paso permits to 
proceed with construction. 

6 General Comment - Negative Impact 
as a result of increase - traffic. 

See response to Item #5. 

7 General Comment - Vehicle Parking 
along Mesa Hills and Residential 
Streets 

See response to Item #5. 

8 What does the acronym PBV stand 
for? 

PBV refers to Project-based 
Vouchers. 

11 Endangered Species Act - The vacant 
lot has not been cleared and grubbed 
as stated under the Compliance 
Determination column. 

The concern relative to air quality 
and the hazards posed by ambient 
contamination are not disputed.  
However, HUD requires projects to 
comply with the Clean Air Act and 
National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS) set by the EPA.  
While El Paso County is currently in 
a non-attainment status for two 
criteria pollutants (8-hour ozone and 
particulate matter (PM), the project 
itself will not generate any 
additional air quality contamination 
that would exceed de minimis 
thresholds and is in compliance with 
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the Texas State Implementation Plan 
(SIP). 

12 Endangered Species Act - The vacant 
lot has not been cleared and grubbed 
as stated under the Compliance 
Determination column. 

In conformance with Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 
1973, the City (acting as the federal 
agency for the undertaking) has 
made a No Effect determination 
regarding impacts to endangered 
/threatened species and critical 
habitats.  The site has been 
significantly cleared and does not 
currently appear to contain “50% 
coverage.”  This, along with the site 
falling within a well-developed 
urban area in close proximity to I-10 
make this determination 
appropriate.  It should also be noted 
that a biological assessment or 
evaluation is not required by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service for 
construction projects that are not 
considered major federal actions 
that would significantly affect the 
quality of the human environment. 

13 Floodplain Management - Has the 
City reviewed the revised preliminary 
flood risk information and updated 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS) 
released by FEMA last June to 
determine if subject lot falls into a 
high-risk flood zone? 

According to the best available data 
available at the time of the 
assessment, the effective FIRM 
dated 1/3/97 showed that the site is 
not located in a floodplain of 
concern (100-year SFHA or 500-
year).  Note:  The MSC does not 
currently show a preliminary map 
being issued that has altered that 
determination. 

14 Historic Preservation - Recommend 
that an Archeological Study be 
performed prior to construction to 
ensure that no more artifacts exist on 
this vacant piece of land. 

The Texas Historical Commission 
(THC), via a correspondence dated 
12/14/2023, indicated that no 
historic properties would be 
affected by the project.  However, if 
any cultural materials should be 
encountered during construction, 
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work will cease in the immediate 
area and consultation will be re-
initiated with the Archaeologic 
Division of THC. 

15  What does NWSRS stand for? NWSRS refers to the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System. 

16 Compliance with Plans/Compatible 
Land Use and Zoning 

The project complies with local land 
use and zoning requirements.   

17 Hazards and Nuisances including Site 
Safety and Site Generated Notice  

The noise analysis was conducted in 
the Noise Abatement and Control 
screen of the Related Laws and 
Authorities section of the 
environmental review.  Recognizing 
the vicinity of I10, the construction 
materials used will provide sufficient 
noise attenuation to reach HUD’s 
interior noise standards found at 24 
CFR Part 51(B). 

18 – Page 4 The Environmental Assessment 
Factors are listed twice on each of 
these pages with no new information 
provided. 

This was a formatting error that 
occurred while saving the record out 
of the HUD Environmental Review 
Online System (HEROS). 

19 Public Outreach - Both meetings 
conducted by HOME were a waste of 
time since they did not answer our 
questions. 

The comment is noted.  
We would defer you to HOME for 
this concern. 

20 Summary of Findings and Conclusions 
- Delete the sentence that reads, " ... 
cleanest property with El Paso City 
Limits by the Senior Environmental 
Engineer... " 

See response to Item #16. 

21 The FIRMs, dated January 03, 1997, 
are outdated. Reference the most 
current maps released by FEMA 
earlier this year. 

See response to Item #13. 

22 The deer in this area use Lot 3, Block 
I, as their path in search of food. 
Refer to Attachments 4 & 5 for more 
information. What is the City and/or 
HOME planning to do in order to 
mitigate this environmental impact? 

This comment is noted.  However, 
there is no regulatory or statutory 
requirement to consult with the 
USFWS under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act or provide 
formal mitigation for this scenario. 
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We appreciate the time and thought you’ve devoted to this process. The City of El Paso 
remains committed to maintaining compliance with all federal regulations and conducting 
comprehensive environmental reviews as we move forward. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Abraham Gutierrez 
Assistant Director 




























